Chapter 1
The girl with a deep conscience
In a confessional room, little Justine
(young Mother Mathilde) prays to
God to forgive her for eating her
grandfather’s cheese, for secretly
upsetting her mum when she broke
her mother’s glass, for being sad
whenever her mother favors her
younger brother, for copying a
model letter in class and submitting
it as her own work, for calling the
local parish priest an old grouser
and for lying to her mother that
she had not been playing with dolls
dressed as nuns. She says in her
prayers an affirmation that all these
deeds upset God. She declares that
all she wants to serve and please
Him.
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Chapter 2
The girl with the missionary
dreams
The library is filled with eager
pupils who are listening to their
teacher Sister Therese introducing
their guest for that day. Justine
was standing alone at the back of
the class listening, eager just to
see the guest whom Sister Therese
has been speaking fondly of for so
many lessons. Soon, their guest
arrived. She is Mother Liegault.
Everyone jostles to greet and have
a conversation with her. All except
Justine who waited patiently for
her turn. Mother Liegault notices
Justine.
Mother Liegault approaches Justine
and encourages her to speak. Justine
then shares with Mother Liegault
how she has always wanted to be

an IJ sister but she has no courage
to tell her father and especially her
mother. Justine explains to Mother
Liegault how shy and helpless she
feels whenever she is facing people
and how she feels there is nothing
she can do to overcome her fear
to speak publicly and to share her
dream of becoming an IJ sister.
Mother Liegault encourages Justine
to pray and be faithful to God who
will help her overcome her timidity. Mother Liegault advises her to
mix with people no matter how
shy she feels. Before their meeting
ends, Mother Liegault shares with
Justine that God is ever-present and
is always ready to help her. God will
even help her reach Japan. Justine
grips the book on Japan tightly.

Illustrations by Chong Yi Lei
3A, 2013
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Chapter 3
The girl and her cousins
Justine sits in group which consists
of Joseph (her brother), Victor (her
cousin) and Octavie (her cousin who
is already in a convent). Victor asks
Octavie whether Justine has ever
mentioned to her that she wants to
be a nun. Octavie says no. Octavie
asks Victor why he is asking. Joseph
interrupts and offers his support for
Justine’s dreams of being an IJ sister.
Justine rejects his support for fear
that it will bring harm to the family.
Octavie explains that Justine is
different. But Joseph says that there
is a way.

Illustrations by Chloe Chan
3B, 2013
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Chapter 4
The Decision
Before dinner, Victor reassures
Justine that everything will be fine.
Victor turns around and walks
towards Justine’s mother. Justine’s
mother is surprised to see Victor
so early for dinner. Victor explains
that he has something important
to do that evening. Justine’s family
has dinner. Victor stands up to
make a toast and announces that
Justine wants to be a nun. Justine’s
mother is visibly upset and shares
her feelings about it. Joseph defends
Justine. But Justine’s mother
silences Joseph. Justine’s mother
denies permission for Justine to be
nun and leaves the table. Justine’s
father reassures Justine as she goes
to speak to her mother. As Justine
enters her room, her mother gives
her reluctant permission for Justine
to be a nun.
Illustrations by Gioann Lim
3C, 2013
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Chapter 5
Justine embraces the difficulties
of convent life
In her room, alone, Justine, now
known as Sister St. Mathilde prays.
She prays for strength to work
and pray equally hard. She prays
for time to study. She prays for
patience for herself and her fellow
sisters to bear their poverty. She
prays for contentment that though
the house that she is in is too small
for six sisters, she remains thankful
to God. She prays for the capacity
for mercy for her difficult students
who love finding excuses to avoid
studying. She prays that she will be
able to fulfill her life-long dream of
becoming a missionary.

Illustrations by Chrystabelle Loh
3A, 2013
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Chapter 6

Chapter 7

The Mission: To Paris and Then
Malaya
Footsteps are heard down the
hallway as a messenger-sister runs
and barges into Sister St. Mathilde’s
room while she is wrapping
gifts and surrounded by litter,
wrapping paper and ribbons. She
orders Sister St. Mathilde to drop
everything and follow her at once.
Sister St. Mathilde is puzzled. The
messenger-sister explains to Sister
St. Mathilde that she is needed
in Paris as she packs Sister St.
Mathilde’s belongings. She then
drags Sister St. Mathilde out of the
dorm and into a waiting carriage.
As the carriage drives off, The
messenger-Sister gives Sister St.
Mathilde the thumbs-up.
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The Voyage
In Paris, Sister St. Mathilde stands
in front of Mother de Faudoas.
Mother de Faudoas announces that
Sister St. Mathilde will lead the
mission to Malaya as a Superior.
Sister St. Mathilde accepts the
Mission but refuses to be the
Superior. Mother de Faudoas insists
and explains that she has made up
her mind that Sister St. Mathilde
will lead. She then gives Sister
St. Mathilde some final words of
encouragement before introducing
her to her team of three other
nuns – Sister St. Damian, Sister St.
Gregory and Sister St. Appollinaire.

Sister St. Mathilde leads her team
up their ship. Each of them prays
for courage, strength, perseverance.
The last sister prays for no
cockroaches (Sister St. Gregory).
After 5 weeks of difficult and rough
seas and difficult land journeys,
Sister St. Gregory almost loses her
mind having to deal with all the
cockroaches on deck.
Elsewhere, Sister St. Mathilde is
deep in her thoughts when she is
joined by Father Pernot. Father
expresses his delight and surprise to
see all the Sisters coping well and
that though they are all suffering
from seasickness, they are not the
least suffering from homesickness.
He offers Sister St. Mathilde some
ham. Just before Sister St. Mathilde
can grab the ham, another Father
– Father Bigandet – approaches her
and shows his displeasure towards
the nuns simply because they are

French. Father Pernot apologises
and explains that Father Bigandet
had actually expected native
English-speaking nuns. The whole
cabin shakes suddenly as Sister
Gregory St. appears and is still
chasing the cockroaches down the
deck. Sister St. Mathilde apologises
to Father Pernot and explains
that Sister Gregory really hates
cockroaches.
Suddenly Mr Cassette appears and
introduces himself. He asks them
why they have dressed so sadly.
Just before Sister St. Mathilde can
answer, the captain shouts that
they have arrived in Penang. All the
Sisters disembark. Sister St. Gregory
is still chasing the cockroaches away
in the background.

Illustrations by Chong Yi Lei
3A, 2013
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Chapter 8

Chapter 9

A difficult Decision
The sisters and Mother Mathilde
are at a table discussing the prayer
hours and the unsuitability of
their heavy clothes for the tropical
climate of Penang. One sister
supports Mother Mathilde’s
decision to shorten the prayer hours
and replace the traditional heavy
clothes – habits. She is expressive
and insists that if the sisters refuse,
they will eventually need ice on
them at all times to keep cool. The
sister continues and explains that
wearing the heavy habits is as good
as committing suicide which is a
great ‘sin’.
Just then, Mr Cassette arrived and
requested for Mother Mathilde’s
audience. Mother Mathilde is
surprised to see him. Mr Cassette
reveals that it is purely business.
He also reveals that he has become
a Catholic and he thanks Mother
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Welcome to Singapore
Mathilde for it. He also indicates
that the house Mother Mathilde
plans to buy to use as her school is
too small. She needs a much biggrt
house. Mother Mathilde asks asks
about the price. Mr Cassette reveals
that it is 20,000 francs but assures
her that he will handle the cost of
the purchase.
Just then, Mother Mathilde receives
a mail from Mother de Faudoas.
Mother Mathilde reads and
learns that she needs to leave for
Singapore. She walks to Sister St.
Damian’s room and hands the letter
to her. Mother Mathilde reassures
Sister St. Damian and prays for a
safe journey to Singapore.

At a port of Singapore, a Chinese
laborer welcomes the four Sisters
(Sister St. Gaetan Gervais, Mother
Mathilde, Sister St. Gregory and
Sister St. Appollinaire). They are led
from the port through Singapore
and to their house. The doors open
and they see their possessions – one
bed, two mats, two chairs and two
stools to be shared among the four
of them. They look at each other,
shocked.
Sister St. Gregory complains to
Mother Mathilde about being
hungry and sleeping on the floor.
Mother Mathilde, in a light-hearted
way, replies tha they will have
coffee-flavored tea-leaves with curry

because they have only one pan to
make tea, coffee and curry. The
sisters repair the schoolhouse and
proceed to teach to a small group
of children. The numbers increase
unexpectedly but they have very
few paying students. Life is tough.
Again Mother Mathilde retreats
into her prayers. She prays for
success and patience. Just then,
she is interrupted by a letter from
Penang. Mother Mathilde opens
and reads the letter. She slumps in
sadness in her chair. The letter reads
“From Penang. Sister St Damian
has passed away.” Mother Mathilde
prays for strength and affirms the
sacrifice that a mission demands.
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Chapter 10
The secret revealed - pt 1
A few weeks later, St Gregory
comforts Mother Mathilde after
another urgent letter from Mother
Faudoas. St Gregory says that every
Mission has its challenges. Mother
Mathilde smiles and looks at the
second page of the letter. Her eyes
widen. She looks at St Gregory and
tells her to pack up. They are all
going to Malacca. St Gregory’s jaws
drop.
In Malacca, Mother Mathilde and
her sister are walking towards the
Malaccan Convent. Along the way,
St Gregory tries to understand why
Mother Faudoas has always insisted
Mother Mathilde not to interfere
with the affairs of the Convent. The
whole affair is too confusing.

Illustrations by Brigitte Sim
3C, 2013
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Chapter 11
The secret revealed - pt 2
Soon, they arrive at the Convent and
are shocked to see its bad state. Before
long, the door creaks and out steps
Mother St. Leonard. She looks worn
and haggard. All the other sisters hide
behind Mother Mathilde. The sickly
Mother St. Leonard creeps forward.
Mother Mathilde greets Mother
Leonard. Mother Leonard seeks
forgiveness and explains that she
has been the one lying to Mother
Faudoas about Mother Mathilde.
Mother Leonard explains that she is
suffering from insanity and has lost
her self-control. She has kept it a
secret from everyone.
Mother Mathilde forgives her and
encourages her sisters to help pack
Mother Leonard’s belongings. Mother
Mathilde declares that Convent of
Malacca will be closed for the time
being. Together the sisters leave
Malacca.
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Illustrations by Brigitte Sim
3C, 2013
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Chapter 12
The night club
Just then, there is another knock
on the door. This time, an old and
sickly woman – unwashed and
smelly – stands by the door. The
sister takes a step back and requests
for help. The rest of the sisters
approach but are reluctant to help
when they see the old woman. It is
at that time that Mother Mathilde
arrives and walks through the crowd
of Sisters and holds the hand of the
One of the sisters says that the order old lady. Mother Mathilde teaches
of Duchess Brown is complete and
the sisters the way of unconditional
is ready for shipping. They lament
love and care for the disadvantaged.
that with the increasing number of
poor and unwanted, sick and old in
Singapore, this service that they are
doing may just be their new fulltime job just to raise enough money
for all of the disadvantaged.
There is a knock on the convent’s
door. One of the Sisters opens it
and sees a wealthy lady standing by
the door. The wealthy lady hands
over her request for changes in an
embroidery and reminds about the
deadline. So the sister walks to the
community room and passes the
slip of paper to the other sisters who
are already working on a few orders.

Illustrations by Chrystabelle Loh
3A, 2013
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Chapter 13
Back to Paris

One of the sisters Sister St.
Esperance wakes Mother Mathilde
up and complains about the trip
and the sickly old man whom she
needs to attend to. She laments
about longing to return to France
because she has gotten too sickly
in Singapore and yet still needs
to tend to an old sick stranger.
Mother Mathilde teaches Sister
Esperance about the importance
of self-sacrifice in the Way of
the Lord. Sister St. Esperance
accepts her error and promises to
try harder and persevere. Mother
Mathilde motivates and hopes
that St Esperance will do better
in a European climate. They turn
towards the old man and tend to
him.
Not long after, Paris welcomes
them back and Mother Mathilde
finds it odd to be in the office of
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Mother Faudoas after so long.
Mother Faudoas apologises for all
the misunderstandings of the past.
Mother Faudoas promises that the
Mother Leonard (Malacca) will be
well taken care of. Mother Mathilde
accepts apology and says “All is in
the past and of no importance.”
Mother Faudoas pledges her
support for Mother Mathilde and
presents to her a new team of four
young sisters bound for Singapore.
Mother Mathilde looks at them
and smiles, reminiscing her own
life’s journey. (MM’s mind) As she
looks at them struggling with their
luggage and the seasickness, she
knows that for this young sisters
that it is probably the last time they
will see home. She knows that for a
missionary there is no home.
Illustrations by Gioann Lim
3C, 2013
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Chapter 14
Japan
Mother Mathilde is seen praying.
A dove suddenly perches on her
window ledge. She stares at the
dove. Suddenly a man (Monsignor
Leturdu) walks respectfully into the
prayer room and gives a telegram to
Mother Mathilde. Mother Mathilde
realizes that God’s Will is at hand
and looks at the dove again which
has flown away.
Mother Mathilde prays for good
news and the permission for her
sisters to extend their work to
Japan. She shares that that dream
may not come true in her lifetime.
Finally after sometime, she musters
the courage to open the telegram
and she smiles.
Mother Mathilde leaves the prayer
room and sees Monsignor Leturdu
waiting outside and she advises
him to break the good news to
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the Sisters while they are having
their meals in the dining room.
Monsignor Leturdu reads the
invitation for the sisters to work in
Japan.
The sisters are excited and insist
that Mother Mathilde accepts
the invitation. Mother Mathilde
explains that Monsignor Petitjean
has requested that they leave
immediately. This sudden request
leaves little time for Mother
Mathilde to seek permission from
Mother Faudoas.
The sisters decide to write a
telegram to Mother Faudoas
through Monsignor Leturdu. He
accepts the telegram and takes out
another from within his sleeve
and says, “This is the answer from
Paris.”

Mother Mathilde opens the letter
and makes the announcement of
who has been selected for Japan.
She reads the list – Sister Norbert,
Superior. Sister St Gregory is next.
Sister St. Ferdinand and finally,
Sister St. Gelase.
And so again, Mother Mathilde
and her sisters set sail. They travel
from Singapore to Hong Kong and
finally to Japan. Once in Japan,
they disembark at the port. And
almost immediately a big crowd of
kimono-wearing locals surround
them. They look at the sisters
curiously. Suddenly, a shout from
a distance is heard. Monsignor
Petitjean is seen laughing and
assures the sisters not to be afraid.
He explains that the locals just
cannot make out the sisters’ gender
because of their habits.

Illustrations by Chong Yi Lei
3A, 2013
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Chapter 15
First Victim
As the sisters walk through the
market towards the church, every
local who sees them bows and greets
them “Good Morning Misters.”
Meanwhile, Mother Mathilde
shares her concern to a doctor
who is tending to a sick Sister St.
Ferdinand. Doctor reveals that
her lungs are in a really bad state.
Mother Mathilde requests that
Sister St. Ferdinand follow her back
to Singapore. The doctor warns
that she may not survive the trip.
Mother Mathilde advises Sister St.
Norbert and Sister St. Gregory to
remain vigilant and patient in the
coming days. She prays to God
to give her sisters strength and
perseverance.
Within the next few months, twelve
more young Sisters joined Mother
Mathilde in her missionary work.
Within two years, five of these
sisters perish.
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Illustrations by Ariele Tan
3B, 2013
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Chapter 16
Yokohama and Malacca
Mother Mathilde sits on a bench
observing a group of workers
making bricks. Father Midon, a
Japanese, walks towards Mother
Mathilde and greets her. Mother
Mathilde reveals that the workers
have no idea how to mix mortar
because they have never needed it to
make their wooden houses. Father
Midon, in jest, probes on how
Mother Mathilde knows so much
about making brick houses. Mother
Mathilde reveals that she observed
how it was done back in France.
Their conservation moves on to
touch on the fact that Mother
Mathilde is only receiving 15
poor children as her students.
Mother Mathilde explains that the
foundation of the congregation is
helping the poor. Father Midon
apologises and explains that the
locals are still suspicious about
foreigners.
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Mother Mathilde explains that
the European merchants deserved
the disrespectful treatment by the
locals because they (the merchants)
are only concerned about making
money and not showing love.
Father Midon reveals that the
Bishop wants a school in Tokyo.
Mother Mathilde politely explains
that the school in Yokohama needs
to be settled first. It also depends
on the availability of Sisterreinforcements from France. Then
she needs to return to Singapore.
After that the convent in Malacca
needs to be reopened which is more
urgent. Father Midon walks away.
Mother Mathilde stands alone on a
hill watching the workers work.
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Chapter 17
Tokyo
Mother Mathilde is chatting with
St Gaetan at a table when Mother
Mathilde receives a letter. Suddenly,
she shouts emotionally and laments
the lack of labour for the missionary
work. She realizes her inappropriate
behaviour and apologises to St.
Gaetan and explains to St. Gaetan
that she (Mother Mathilde) has to
catch the next boat to Tokyo because
Sister Norbert has passed away.
Mother Mathilde walks to her room
and packs her belongings. She sits
on her table and writes a letter of
encouragement to Sister Gaetan
before leaving.
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A few weeks later, Mother Mathilde
arrives in Tokyo. She arrives at the
neighbourhood where the convent
is and is shocked to see everybody
running in panic. The sky is red
and smoke is everywhere. People
with blackened faces are running
desperately away from the fire that
is fast approaching the convent.
Mother Mathilde looks up on
the convent and is surprised to
see young boys from the convent,
putting out sparks on the roof. She
shouts at them and asks what they
are doing on the roof. They reply
that they are trying to save the
convent.

Mother Mathilde turns to a Father
and tells to him to get everyone
out of the convent and into the
church next door. She tells him to
especially get the boys because they
can break their necks.
After a chaotic while, the fire
subsides. Mother Mathilde walks
into the church to check on
everyone and praise the young
boys-fire brigade for their courage
and encourages them to clean up.
Suddenly, the church door slams
open and St. Emmanuel struggles in.

Mother Mathilde asks where she
has been and what she has been up
to. St. Emmanuel by then is buried
under tons of boxes. Her head sticks
out over the boxes as she reveals
that she has been busy collecting
chapel ornaments, saving them
from the fire.
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Chapter 18
Last Voyages to Malaya
Mother Mathilde receives a sickly
young lady. She comforts her
and invites her to share what has
happened to her. The young lady –
Mary Agatha Fuku – explains how
her family had been imprisoned for
being Christians. Her father and
brother have died from the cruelty.
She and her mother would have
died too if the edict of persecution
had not been annulled. All their
properties have been confiscated.
They have no one to turn to except
the missionaries.
In her frail state, Mary Agatha Fuku
whispered to Mother Mathilde
that she too wishes to be a sister of
the mission. Mother Mathilde says
to Mary that there is no greater
honour.
Mother Mathilde walks out with
another sister who shares her
concerns over Mother Mathilde’s
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frequent travels. The sister says
that it is time for Mother Mathilde
to slow down as she is already 66
years old and the next trip will be
her 12th journey. To that, Mother
Mathilde replies that it would be
nice but there are just too many
things to do and too much business
to be discussed. Mother Mathilde
leaves for Malaya before returning
to Japan again.
A mood of depression descends
upon her whilst in Hong Kong
and she falls very sick. Her
doctor advises to rest and forget
about traveling for good. Mother
Mathilde just smiles despite her
weakness from the fever.
In the darkness alone, she prays to
God for strength.
Illustrations by Chloe Chan
3B, 2013
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Chapter 19
Typhoon
A typhoon sweeps across the
coastline, damaging all in its path
including the Yokohama convent.
A lone Japanese man struggles to
nail the tiles onto the roof. He grips
desperately to stay on the roof. In
the convent, Mother Mathilde and
her sisters together with a group of
orphans try to keep the orphanage
building intact. One of the sisters
(St Martha) is worried about the
Japanese man on the roof and so
she shouts at him to come down.
The Japanese man replies that he
would do anything for the Reverend
Mother and all the sisters who love
his country.
The morning after, Sister St.
Gregory presented to Mother
Mathilde her damage report. They
had lost about half of the tiles on
the roof. The windows were blown
out. The remnants of the windows
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are found fifty yards away. The
gallery in the convent had been
completely blown away. The roof
and one of the walls of the new
orphanage were gone too. And they
did not have enough money for the
repairs.
At that Mother Mathilde replied,
“Keep the list short. We don’t want
Paris to think that you are guilty of
pious exaggeration.”
Mother Mathilde shares her
wisdom, “These are only material
things. It so happens now that it
is God’s Will that we set about
repairing them. All that matters is
that we do our best: God will see
to it that our work will be brought
to the perfection He has always
planned. Let’s not grumble about
the way God has seen fit to arrange
things.”

Just then a sister walks in with a
baby in a bundle of cloth. The sister
explains that a man had found the
baby in the streets and she was not
sure if they were about to accept the
baby amidst all their troubles.
At that Mother Mathilde walks
towards the sister and kisses the
baby before replying, “Just carry on
as if nothing has happened.”

Illustrations by Chrystabelle Loh
3A, 2013
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Chapter 20
Two Minutes to Twelve
Mother Mathilde and her sisters
are on a hill having a lunch outside
the convent. They are happy and
laughing. Suddenly, at 11.58am,
the ground shakes. This time they
realize that this shake is different. It
is stronger. Mother Mathilde drops
to the ground, weakened. A few
of her sisters begin running back
towards the convent. One sister
tries desperately to stop them. She
shouts, “Wait!” But the chaos of
the moment prevents the sisters
from hearing her as they dash down
the hill shouting, “The children!
The children! We need to get the
children and everyone out.’
Mother Mathilde watches in
horror. Her eyes frozen in fear as
she watches the convent collapses
in front of her. A few children
grip her habit too afraid to watch
the destruction. The children and
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several sisters cry around Mother St
Louise.
The earthquake starts a fire which
begins to grow and engulf the
whole city. People are burning alive.
The whole city is in conflagration.
Many lives are lost that day.

Illustrations by Gioann Lim
3C, 2013
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Chapter 23
Fifty Missionary Years
It is the day of her missionary
anniversary. It is children’s day.
Everyone packs into the convent
surroundings. Mother Mathilde
walks slowly towards her seat. As she
walks, each and every one present
stands and greets her with utmost
respect. Mother Mathilde sits and
sees four small children dressed as
angels on stage. They are acting her
whole life story – (1) the sea journey
to malaya (2) the terrible time with
the cockroaches – at this, Sister St.
Gregory forms a smile while Mother
Mathilde looks at her and laughs
heartily; (3) the permission to go to
Japan. The children and everyone
stand together and declare their
love and appreciation to Mother
Mathilde.
When the performance is over,
Mother Mathilde kisses the children
and retires to her room. She sees a
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letter on her table. She sits, lights a
candle and prays. After a while, she
opens the letter which reveals that
she needs to lay the foundation of
another missionary in Shizuoka. The
letter reads: “From Father Rey to the
much respected Mother Mathilde. It
is with great honour that we invite
you to extend God’s Blessed Work
to Shizuoka. We look forward to
your arrival.”
Mother Mathilde replies: “Dear
Father, I am delighted to spend what
is left in me to spread the Lord’s
words and Blessings to the people
of Shizuoka. You will be joined
however by Sister St. Lutgarde, a
fair and kind lady whom you will
find as foundress most capable and
passionate.” She puts her pen down
and blows out her candle.
Illustrations by Chong Yi Lei
3A, 2013
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Chapter 21
Home at Last
Mother Mathilde is alone in her
room and she is praying. She thanks
God for all the friends that He
has given her. She thanks God for
all the years she has spent loving
Him. She thanks God for all the
moments given to her to serve Him.
She thanks God for the wonderful
voices of all the orphans given to
her as company. She thanks God for
loving her.
With that, Mother Mathilde lies on
her bed. She utters, “Jesus, Jesus,
Jesus.” She closes her eyes.
Light enters. More light enters.
Mother Mathilde stands on a grassy
field. Voice calls out her name from
behind her “Justine…..” Mother
Mathilde turns only to see her
younger self. They hold each other’s
hands. They walk and faces a group
of sisters who wish her “…Justine,
welcome home.”
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Illustrations by Ariele Tan
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Mathilde - a sister’s story
was lovingly crafted by the students of
The Infocomm Club, CHIJ St. Theresa’s
Convent. The illustrations were created in
the individual styles of the students and
consolidated into one single story.
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