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Italy

Our story returns to 1902 and to Monaco, where some Italian girls had been welcomed as 

postulants to the Institute. Their parish priest in Italy felt that it would be better if a house could be 

opened in Italy where other young women could begin their formation. Several attempts were made 

to set up a boarding school in Italy with no success.

Then, in 1905, two priests from Bergamo came to visit the sisters in Monaco. They begged the 

superior, Sr Martin, to give up the idea of a boarding school and instead to open day schools for the 

poorer children. Convinced that the priests were right, she made the journey to France to speak to 

the superior general, Mother Henri Déruelle, and here, too, the response was positive. As always, 

the beginnings were hard.

The sisters’ first visit to Cenate and Bergamo would have dampened the spirits of women less 

brave. There was no one to welcome them, no place for them to stay, it was raining and they missed

the train! They returned to Monaco totally discouraged, thinking that a foundation in Italy was not 

God’s will. In the meantime the priests continued to prepare a house for them. In early March 1906 

Sr Martin returned to Cenate. The house was ready but still the interview with the bishop of 

Bergamo was cold, the discussion vague and permission to set up a community was granted for 

only one year. Undaunted, on October 12, 1906, four sisters left Monaco for Italy. Once again, on 

arrival, they were to be disappointed. There was no one to welcome them at the station! Once again 

they set out in the pouring rain for the parish Church where, happily this time, the parish priest was 

waiting eagerly for them. Their official welcome on the following Sunday surpassed all expectations.

Men, women and children turned out; there was music and flowers and speeches of welcome. There

were even fireworks to add the finishing touch. Quickly a kindergarten school was opened, with 60 

children on the first day. The sisters gave themselves joyfully and wholeheartedly to their mission, 

which drew many people back to the Church. When the bishop came to visit the community the 

following spring, he was taken totally by surprise. He gave them his blessing and approval, and their

ministry spread and flourished.

From the beginning, the Italian sisters were apostolic women. They were willing to announce the 

love of God to everyone in a simple way. Their way of being with the people won everyone’s heart. 

http://www.chij-sisters.org/
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As a result, many parish priests asked for their co-operation in running kindergartens and teaching 

catechism in their parishes. The people responded to their caring and affectionate presence among 

them with esteem and confidence, a real gift from God. Within a few years several communities 

were opened in the province of Bergamo and others followed throughout the country.

http://www.chij-sisters.org/
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Italy 
Initiatives with young people 

t is true that young people today are a bit lost. 
They are constantly seeking a better quality 

of life without knowing exactly what that means 
or how to reach it.  They are the ‘contact 
generation’, children of the digital age where 
relationships with others, sacrifice and 
commitment, have been replaced by new ways 
of meeting others ‘on the internet’, and, little by 
little, social relationships no longer make sense. 

As Infant Jesus Sisters, we have always wanted 
to be close to young people and to support 
them, especially by offering them ways of 
meeting each other and opportunities for human 
and spiritual growth. In this spirit, for the past 
few years, in places ‘on the periphery’ where 
we are inserted, we have had new experiences 
of companionship and formation with young 
people who had expressed a desire to share our 
mission. 

In Bergamo, they became involved in helping 
immigrant children with their school work; in 
Naples they helped with homework and leisure 
activities in the Centro Aquilone; and in 
Calabria, they animated summer camps in the 
mountain regions.  Step by step, thanks to the 
positive relationships that were woven and to 
the mutual trust created by working on projects 
together, these young people have become more 
and more active in mission. They themselves 
are becoming the evangelisers and the formators 

of their peers, of younger children and of the 
most underprivileged. 

During this year, when the Church is preparing 
for the Synod on ‘Young people, the Faith and 
Discernment of Vocations’, we feel even more 
urgently the importance of being with young 
people and accompanying them in their growth.  
Each of the ways we suggest in different 
regions of Italy aims at calling and training 
young educators, formed according to the heart 
of God, following the ways of Nicolas Barré. 

Every Saturday afternoon, in Scarcelli, Sr 
Tiziana meets a group of twenty adolescents 
and young people. Almost all are students or 
looking for work.  All have a dream and their 
aim is to become teachers so as to put 
themselves at the service of the most needy and 
to build a better world.  

Sometimes they feel torn.  They can experience 
confusion, even a void, inside themselves. At 
the same time, they are also seeking happiness 
and meaning and are ready to ‘journey’.  Their 
strong desire pushes us to do all we can to 
accompany them in their search to find 
themselves and to taste the beauty and the 
fulness of relationships with others and with the 
Other.  There is life and there is hope. 

In Naples, Sr Romina also accompanies a group 
of adolescents.  They accept to be part of a 
programme of Christian formation which calls 
them to be involved in the service of the 
underprivileged. They animate creative 
workshops on games and music. They promote 
the integration of children from diverse 
backgrounds, very different from their own, and 
sometimes even from places very far away.  
These activities have created fraternal 
relationships.  It is a new and important sign in 
this neighbourhood, where more and more 
people are getting involved in educative 
programmes.  
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Sr Tiziana and young people in Scarcelli. 
Music workshop 
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New Beginnings 
ince 2004, our Sisters have been responding 
to an appeal from the Bishop of Bergamo, 
to have a presence in the diocesan pastoral 

centre, San Lazzaro.  This centre welcomes people 
from Latin America who arrive in Italy looking for 
a better life.  

Having spent some years responding to 
emergencies, the need to dialogue and collaborate 
more widely with other Institutions – such as the 
diocesan Office for Migrants, run by priests, 
Sisters and lay people, Caritas, Pôle Employment, 
and the community responsible for Refugees – 
became clear.  Conferences, neighbourhood parties 
and other events and celebrations were organised to 
raise awareness among the local people.  Opportunities have been created to enable us to exchange 
experiences with those who welcome migrants in Belgium, Switzerland, France and Spain. These shed a 
lot of light on our own reality.   

Thanks to the San Lazzaro Centre, many find work, little by little, and are integrated into the local 
reality.  Others continue to come to the Centre and become the first collaborators and active members 
even though they themselves are still fragile and in vulnerable positions and have to be ready for 
unexpected changes.  

Our desire to see them become more and more responsible for the project as well as another appeal 
from the Province of Italy pushed us into making a choice.  Until 2017, we were two Sisters assuring a 
presence there.  Following a long period of discernment with our Sisters and the diocese it was decided 
that only Priscilla would remain at the Centre to assume a service of presence in a spirit of 
disinterestedness.   She will be a point of reference for the people and accompany the Bolivian priest 
who is coming to be the future animator of the community.   In the meantime, a Bolivian family has 
been settled into the flat upstairs.  They will take care of the house and ensure the services that the 
Sisters did up to now.  

But isn’t it the dynamic of the provisional that brings the action of God to light?  God is the One who 
knows well how to carry out his projects?  Might it not be the beginning of something new? 

From my side, Priscilla assures us, I can see small seeds germinating. I am surprised and grateful for 
the affection I receive and the return to this house of friends of the Latin Americans who over the past 
few years have been able to integrate into the local community.  This place had been a sign of hope and 
of life for them.  Now, they want to share it with others. 

We are aware of an evolution taking place day by day in the people and in the challenges that open up 
for us through glimpses of a new way. We do not know where it will lead us but we are sure that we 
have to build together.  

 Sr Priscilla Orlandi  IJS and Sr Maria Pia Rottoli IJS 
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Priscilla with the Bolivian family who live in the Centre 
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Good initiatives are growing and snowballing 
hanks to the work that has been going on 
during these past few years with young 
people, other small initiatives are being 

born.  In Pozzuoli, young people attached to 
different parishes are trying to work together to 
improve the quality of life locally.  Their efforts are 
built on personal formation, in the service of those 
less privileged, so that each one grows according to 
their giftedness. 

 

 
Following an experience with young people from 
other parts of Italy, in Acquafredda, a small village in 
the mountains in Calabria, a local group was created.  
Their aim was to form friendships and build fraternity 
through fun and leisure activities: films, parties for 
children in the village… 

The passion for education, which Nicolas Barré 
transmitted, is constantly in our hearts.   It draws us to 
continue to journey with young people.  We feel the 
responsibility of not keeping this gift for ourselves.  
We want to transmit it and share it with many others 
so that every young person, especially those who have 
difficulties, may, on their journey through life, meet 
some enthusiastic educators who will be attentive to 
their growth. 

 

 

 News in Brief  

• The sale of the school in Rome was agreed on the 2 August 2017, following years of 
negotiations.  The sisters had spent 50 years there and the seeds of faith, formation and culture 
that they planted will not disappear with the walls.  They will continue to bear fruit in the lives 
of many people.   

• On the 21st October, the Sisters in Naples celebrated 25 years of presence in the neighbourhood.  
The Bishop, who had welcomed them to Naples, was present and many friends and 
acquaintances came to express their affection, gratitude and high esteem for the Sisters.   

• Over the past few months, religious Sisters from Africa, Latin America and Romania have 
stayed with our Sisters in the south providing precious opportunities for sharing friendship and 
mission.  

• In June, a group of lay friends will go to Paris and Rouen to walk ‘in the Footsteps of Father 
Barré’ and discover the origins of our history and our spirituality.   
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Sisters Anna and Marina in Pozzuoli after a meeting  
on Blessed Nicolas Barré. 

Young people from Acquafredda animating a Sunday event 
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