Celebrating the inspiring life of Sister Deirdre O’Loan

Mission in Singapore as an Educator in Catholic Junior College (CJC)

On arrival in Singapore in June 1974, Sister was asked to take temporary classes in Katong Convent.
She taught English, Literature and General Paper. This was to initiate her into the ways of the Singapore
education system.

In January 1975, CJC began. It was an extremely difficult beginning because the building was
incomplete and classes were held in four different schools. Despite the incomplete facilities, the
resourceful and resilient students were focussed in their studies and there were no complaints. The new
Junior College system with lectures and tutorials prepared them for University studies.

Sister worked collaboratively with the Principal, Bro Patrick, and other key personnel to lay the
foundation of the ethos of CJC with its emphasis on character formation and academic excellence and at
the same time to build a community of caring persons. She was instrumental in setting up the library as
the nerve centre that promoted additional resources to widen the perspective of the students in their
learning.

Starting as a teacher in the General Paper, Sister moved on to be the Head of the English Department,
Vice-Principal in 1986 and Principal of the College from 1988 to 1994. She loved the Junior College age
group and encouraged growth in both the staff and the students. As a person, Sister felt strongly that
people needed to be affirmed in their strengths and appreciated for who they are. She gave scope and
encouraged initiatives from the students and was there supporting their games and competitions.

Students fondly remember her for always willing to give them a second chance to prove themselves.

Mrs Sng Mee Lian, a colleague in the English Department, recalls her time with Sister in CJC. Her article
is found in the Catholic News.
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